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Descriptions of Four New Gastropods from
South China Sea
Masao AZUMA
(7K, Text-figs.1~10)
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Homalopoma eoa AZUMA, sp. nov.

(Turbinidae ; Homalopomatinae.)
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Pellasimnia formosana AZUMA, sp. nov.
(Ovulidae)
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Genus Taranteconus Azuma, gen. nov. (Conidae)
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Tarvanteconus chiangi Azuma, sp. nov.
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Genus Fragilopalia Azuma, gen. nov.
Type : Fragilopalia nebulodermata Azuma, sp. nov.
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Fragilopalia nebulodermata AZUMA, sp. nov.
pEYV AT EA bHrHA CHifE, HiF)
(X : 1, 8)

HBT BTl A, 53<, A<, WX REAL, HAGTH L& PR
EASE BN R (o~ O BE S ~ B LT\ %, BARRIZ 38, #h, P, BeTH
HRTH D, oS MEEITEE I CREL, MEETERMAMY, S§BEETOm K
R4 LW HEEZ AL T b, REAIRTEY,

KBTI 26 NS DFEIER) L BEE B AN S %o ERLRES L2/ b, EERT
A, WAL L, BBEREET, NWENPLRIHEAL T, ORIl &P
PRILEE, B3, o <hb, FRTERES S, 7 2RI, 57K,
L5, Hol, BMITRAESONTL CiET 2,

B RER, RN 26 ey B T & M kI — B C T h LR R B A,
H LD TN, IR TH D, BNMIOBEIR SN, ThIDRBCRE LD
P I ORZBIE NS T8 B,

#HRoBEBEIRE LB, ZAPETEL TV %,

=K R EH36.0 3 Y, ARR9.33 Y, 15888 (M) F&HRF No. 15771

HRAREA  E20.23 Y, RE7.53 v, 1688, Z2 a7 No. 15771 ®

IR PEH 1 RIS X D §EdEDh, KE80L = St

19714F 3 Bic % &y Chu-Shan CHIANG K X DEff&hicd D,

U B, R DR W B ARREFBTH ALK TE LV, HED
Lo AT HEEMD I\,

WEEE  Lamelliscala replicata (SOWERBY, 1844) ~A A 7 7 i A % VR



58 VENUS : Vol. 31, No.2 (1972)
‘?- 5 & 5 VC‘% % o

Among shells from the South China Sea, four new gastropods were found. They were
sent to me through the courtesy of Mr. Chu-Shan CHIANG, to whom I extend my sincere
gratitude. Their descriptions are given below :

Homalopoma eoa, sp. nov. (Turbinidae : Homalopomatinae)
(Text-figs. 4 and 9)

Shell rather large for the genus, solid, turbinate, with a strong gloss. Surface bloody
red in color. Protoconch very small, slightly inflated, with 3 coils, of which 2nd and 3rd
coils with 2-3 spiral lirae. The succeeding 4 earlier whorls abruptly increase the diameter.
Suture deep. The last whorl ornamented with many oblique ribs running from the suture
down to the periphery which is not keeled. Base flat, dull white in color, with some feeble
spirals. Umbilicus not perforated but with a pronounced callus pad extending to the inner
lip. Columellar lip vertical. Aperture oblique, semilunar in outline, with thickened outer lip.

Operculum calcareous, solid, semilunar, with a nucleus situating near the center.

Radula of rhipidoglossan type, with a formula o+5-:1.5.00,

The central tooth helmet-like in shape, with a sharp central cusp and gently projected cusp-
like lateral margin. Among 5 laterals, the 3rd being the largest and the 5th smallest. Front-
al margin of laterals incurved and with small denticles, while the middle portion broad and
tapering posteriorly to the pointed tip. The shape of the outermost lateral being variable.

Holotype : Height 13.5mm, diameter 12mm (AzumA Coll. 15772)

Paratype : Height 11. 5mm, diameter 11.5mm (AzuMA Coll. 15772 A)

Type locality : South China Sea, in 200 fathoms deep on coral bed.

Pellasimnia formosana, sp. nov. (Ovulidae)
(Text-figs. 2, 3 and 7)

Shell rather small for the genus, subovate in outline, thin, fragile, translucent white
to pink throughout except the outer lip, posterior extremity of columella and edge of the
siphonal canal that are all colored in sulphur yellow. Dorsal surface smooth, glossy, abruptly
inflated in the middle, ornamented with microscopic wavy spiral striae near both ends.
Base smooth, subovate. Callus narrow, smooth, glossy, without funiculum. Aperture gently
curved, gradually widened anteriorly. Outer lip, narrow, tortuous.

Radula of taenioglossate type, with a tormula 2.1-1-1-2.

The rhachidian triangular, with a gently concave frontal margin, which bears one large
central cusp and 7 minute denticles on both sides. The outermost one being the smallest of
all. Lateral broad cactus-shaped, with incurved distal cusp. There is a couple of cusp-like
swells on the inner surface and two obsolete, minute denticles outerside.

Holotype : Length 20.2mm, diameter 7.8mm, width 6.3mm (AzumMa Coll. 15764 A)

Paratype : Length 20. 5mm, diameter 8.2mm, width 6. 8mm (Azuma Coll. 15764 B)

Type locality : South west off Taiwan, 50 fathoms deep.

Distribution : Off Shikoku, Japan down south to off Taiwan. 50-150 fms.

Remarks : This new species resembles P. xanthochila (KURODA, 1929) in its conchological
features, but differs from it in having smaller shell, more numerous spiral lirae on the dor-
sum and strongly twisted outer lip. The radula of P. xanthochila (Text-fig. 10) also differs

from that of the present species in having fusiform central with 6 lateral denticles, bifurcate
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lateral with 5 denticles on the distal tip of the one cusp and 3 minute denticles on the

another incurved cusp.

Genus Taranteconus, gen. nov. (Conidae)
Type species: Taranteconus chiangi, sp. nov.
Shell small, ornamented with raised, wavy striae on the sutural ramp, and with 16 minute
spinous tubercles on the shoulder in the body whorl. Radula without serration. Live in

deep-sea coral bed.

Taranteconus chiangi, sp. nov.
(Text-figs. 5, 6)

Shell small, conical, solid, dirty brown and glossy. Protoconch, dull white, papilliform.
Succeeding 6 whorls almost flat, the earliest 2 whorls ornamented with a row of minute
tubercles, the succeeding whorl with finely waving striae and the later 3 whorls with larger
wavy folds. Suture indistinct. The body whorl with 16 minute, spinous tubercles on the
shoulder at the extremities of wavy folds. There are numerous growth lines alternating in
dark brown and milky white on the dirty-brownish background except a central dull whitish
band. Aperture dull white, narrow, with a short canal and slightly thickened outer lip.

Radula of toxoglossate with a formula of 1:0-0.0-1. Marginals 25 in number, about 200
¢ in length, lanceolate, with triangular knob-like base, corpulent middle part and tapering
tip with minute barb and sharp blade but no serration.

Holotype : Length 17.8mm, diameter 10mm (Azuma Coll. 15777)

Type locality : South China Sea, ca. 200 fathoms on coral bed. Collected by Chu-Shan
CHIANG, to whom the species name is dedicated, in April 1971.

Genus Fragilopalia, gen. nov. (Epitoniidae)
Type species : Fragilopalia nebulodermata, sp. nov.
Shell large, thin, fragile, with many whorls. Axial ribs low. Suture deep. A sharp keel

present on the shoulder of the body whorl.

Fragilopalia nebulodermata, sp. nov.
(Text-figs. 1, 8)

Shell large, thin, fragile, with a weak gloss. The surface dirty white throughout but with
irregular grayish to brownish maculations. Protoconch minute, polished, brownish in color, 3
in number. Succeeding whorls 14 in number, elongato-conical, with several weak spiral lirae
and low axial riblets which are counted 26 on the body whorl. Suture deep. Shoulder angu-
lated in the body whorl. Base depressed and flat. No umbilicus. Callus indistinct, barely
present on the inner lip. Aperture suboval, milky white within. Outer lip thin, curved but
smooth and glossy. Operculum ovate, thin, fragile, corneous, with nucleus situating near the
center.

Radula ot ptenoglossan type. Central very short, lanceolate. A half row of radula consists
of about 26 unicuspid, uniformal teeth with curved tips. The innermost one being the shor-
test and gradually become larger towards the outer portion except the outermost one being
smallest. The bases of all teeth broad and triangularly.

Holotype : Length 36.0+42 mm, width 9.3mm, 15+ whorls (AzumA Coll. 15771)

Paratype : Length 29.2mm, width 7.5mm, 16 whorls (Azuma Coll. 15771 @)

Type locality : Southwest off Taiwan in 80 fathoms.
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Fig. 1.
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